
        
    

    

        
        
                                
        Cookies    

            
            
                Like many sites, we use small files called cookies to improve your experience. Most of these are optional, and if you’d like more information you can find it by selecting ‘manage preferences’, or by visiting our Cookies Policy page. Once you’ve made a selection, you can change your mind by selecting Cookie Preferences in the footer.

            


            
    
        Select cookie consent by type
                                
                                    
                    
    
    
                    
    Visitor statistics; These help us to understand how people use the site so we can improve the experience.

                            

                                
                                    
                    
    
    
                    
    Marketing; These help us make our marketing across the web more relevant to you.

                            

            


    	
            
                                Save preferences                                    
                        for which cookies you are consenting to                    
                            
        
	
            
                                Accept all                                    
                        cookies                    
                            
        
	
            
                                Reject all                                    
                        cookies                    
                            
        
	
                
                                        Manage preferences                                            
                            for which cookies you are consenting to                        
                                    
            




        

    

        Skip to content
    
    
        
                [image: Cleft Lip & Palate Children's Charity | Operation Smile UK] 




            
        
    
    

        


        
                                Donate to Operation Smile 
            
                                What is cleft?
                    


        
                            
                    	About
Expand or collapse a sub menu
        	Accountability
	Our people
	Contact us
	Help and FAQs




	What we do
Expand or collapse a sub menu
        	The next decade
	Safe surgery
	Cleft research
	What is a cleft condition?
	Behind a smile
	Our programmes




	Stories
	Get involved
Expand or collapse a sub menu
        	Donate
	Volunteer
	Leave a gift in your will
	Fundraise
	Partner with us





                
            
            
                Search the site
                            

            
                
    
        Search the site
        
    


    
        Submit search form
            


            

        

    



    
        
            
                
        
        
                            
                    
                        [image: ] 


                    

                

            
            
                                        
        Save the life of  a child like Dayana    

                
                                    
                        
                            
                                Babies born with a cleft are nine times more likely to die before their first birthday. With your help we can change this statistic and provide life-saving surgery and cleft care.
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Your support can transform the lives of thousands of children waiting for their new smiles.
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        What is a cleft condition?    

        
        A cleft condition is a gap in the mouth that didn’t close during the early stages of pregnancy. Worldwide, it’s estimated that a child is born every three minutes with a cleft lip or cleft palate, that’s one in every 500 – 700 births.
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        Cleft care and support    

        
        Cleft surgery can transform a child’s life, but our patients often need the care of many different specialists during their journey. Operation Smile teams provide the full package of support, from nutrition, dentistry and orthodontics, to speech therapy and psychosocial care.
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Inspired by our cause? There are so many ways to get involved.
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Partner with us






We partner with leading organisations in the UK – join us and be a force for good.
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Make your skills count – join our global network of medical volunteers.
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Remember Operation Smile in your will and have a lasting impact on children with cleft conditions around the world.
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